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The Cleveland Museum of Art Announces Formation of the 
Division of Performing Arts, Music and Film 


CLEVELAND (March 4, 2005) — The Cleveland Museum of Art Director Katharine Lee Reid announced today 
the new organization of the Museum’s Performing Arts, Musical Arts and Film departments following the 
retirement of esteemed Curator of Musical Arts Karel Paukert at the end of 2004. The new department of 
Performing Arts, Music and Film encompasses all three areas in one department. The new department will now be 
lead by Massoud Saidpour, formerly artistic director of performing arts and film, who will report directly to 
Charles L. Venable, deputy director for collections and programs. 

In addition to Saidpour’s appointment as director of the department of performing arts, music and film, the 
restructuring includes the elevation of several key staff members including: Paul Cox to associate director, music; 
John Ewing to associate director, film; Jeremy Shubrook to operations manager. In addition, Michael McKay will 
gain full time status and serve as assistant manager, office operations. 

“Massoud has been at the heart of the Museum’s Performing Arts,” Reid said. “We are impressed with his 
energy, his experience in selecting a vibrant concert series and his demonstrated ability to connect diverse 
segments of the population with performing arts, music and film.” Reid added that the new structure will “ensure 
that this area of programming, which began under Paukert and has continued to develop under Saidpour, will 
benefit from the expertise, focus and support that these individuals bring to their roles.”’ Reid noted that 
“Performing arts is pivotal in advancing the Museum’s mission.” 

In his new capacity, Saidpour will serve as the main spokesperson for the division and will oversee 
division-wide strategic planning, conceptualization of programming structure and priorities, selection of 
programming of world music, dance and contemporary performances. In addition, he will approve programming 
developed by the associate directors of music and film. 

Throughout his career, Saidpour has produced and directed numerous critically acclaimed performances. 
He recently directed Eugene Ionesco’s absurdist masterpiece “The Chairs” for the prestigious Centro Cultural 
Banco do Brasil in Rio de Janeiro, which ran for two months to sold out audiences and enthusiastic reviews. 
During his eight year tenure with the Museum, he was the first head of the Department of Performing Arts and 
Film and conceived the VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts and the Carnevale World Music and Dance Series, 


resulting in the presentation and production of some of the finest performing artists from over 40 countries. In 
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addition, he represents the Museum on the Jazz on the Circle collaboration between CMA, The Cleveland 


Orchestra, Northeast Ohio Jazz Society and Tri-C College. 


Cox Promoted to Associate Director of Music 

As Associate Director, Music, Cox will oversee the programming of the Aki Festival of New Music and 
Gala Music Series as well as exhibition-related musical programs. In addition, he will assist the director in 
promoting and developing outreach programs for programming development. 

Since coming to the Museum in 1996 as assistant curator of musical arts, Cox has lead a multi-faceted 
career in the arts as composer, performer, writer and curator. In 1999, he became co-director of the internationally 
recognized Aki Festival of New Music, four-time winner of the ASCAP/CMA Award for Adventurous 
Programming. In addition, he has assisted in the production of hundreds of performances ranging from baroque 
opera to Broadway show tunes to the latest avant-garde performance art. Cox also has delivered pre-concert 
lectures, moderated post-concert discussions and has written articles for Museum publications. 

A graduate of the Oberlin Conservatory of Music and the recipient of a certificate in non-profit 
management from Case, Cox has performed with numerous soloists and ensembles, including the Cavani String 
Quartet, Da Camera Chamber Players, Syzygy (Houston), marimbist Robert Van Sice and organist Karel Paukert. 
In addition, he has lectured at the Cleveland Institute of Music, the Cleveland Orchestra and Oberlin College. 

Ewing Continues Programming of Film 

As associate director, film, Ewing will research, select, locate and book approximately 60 different feature 
films for the Museum’s “Panorama: Moving Pictures @ the Art Museum” film series, and will participate in 
professional meetings, conferences and film festivals in order to represent CMA’s film series. 

In 1986, Ewing was hired by the Museum to program films and in that time period he has managed to 
offer more than 1,700 films. In addition, he oversaw the acquisition and installation of a pair of new 35mm 
projectors in Gartner Auditorium in 1988, and 11 years later, installed a second set of 35mm projectors in the 
Museum's Lecture Hall, making CMA one of the few art museums in the country with two fully functional film 
projection booths. 

Ewing co-founded the Cleveland Cinematheque in 1984 and started showing films under the auspices of 
the Cinematheque at Case Western Reserve University in 1985. A year later, he moved the Cinematheque to the 
Cleveland Institute of Art, where it continues to this day, screening more than 250 different films annually. 

Shubrook Promoted to Operations Manager 

In his new role as operations manager, Shubrook will manage all production and office related aspects of 
newly formed division. 

After receiving his B.A. in government from the University of Texas, Austin, Shubrook extensively 
volunteered internationally. He soon found himself at the CMA in a variety of capacities, finally settling in to the 
Department of Performing Arts and Film. For the past 6 years, Shubrook has been managing the office and 


production schedules for this department. 
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McKay Gains Full Time Status 

McKay, assistant manager, office operations will assist Shubrook in managing all clerical, administrative 
and business details of the division. 

A native of greater-Cleveland, McKay received a bachelor of music degree from Cleveland State 
University in 1998. He currently holds the post of Associate Organist at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
and often provides liturgical music for other area churches as organist or cantor. An active chamber musician, he 
has performed with Apollo's Fire, the Old Stone Singers, the St. Paul's Episcopal Church Choir, the Case Western 
Reserve University Early Music Singers and Concorditas, as well as in various Cleveland-area chamber ensembles. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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